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From the Gospel Herald. 
MORALIST, NO. IL 

“ Keep my commandments and live.” 

SOLOMON. 
Nothing can be more reasonable, nor 
better calculated to promote our spiritual 
enjoyments, than the commands of the all- 
wise Creator. When put in competition 
with this, the commands and the inventions 
of man are nothing. The injunctions of 
men are the offspring of pride, ambition 
and deceit. Regardless of the effects to be 
produced upon ethers by his inventiohs, he 
indulges a revengeful, tyrannical, and cru- 
el spirit toward his fellow beings. Gov- 
erned by selfish views, he treats with con- 
tempt the opinions of others, end claims the 
boon of infallibility. Inflated with his im- 
aginary greatness, he views his fellow as of 
an inferior grade of being, and tramples his 
pretentions to wisdom, knowledge, good- 
ness, and honor, in the dust. Accustomed 
to eulogise his own cheracter, and talk of 
his own goodness, he frowns indignantly 
upon every attempt to diminish his respect 
for himself. Men extol their virtues, their 
powers of intellect, and every imaginary 
quality of goodness, while they pass unno- 
ticed their gross imperfections and repre- 
hensible conduct. 


Nothing is more true’ 


ten that Jehovah has enjoined it upon thee 
io love thy neighbor as thyself? Hast 
thou forgotten the denunciations of Sinai ? 
Death is threatened thee. Condemnation 
will most assuredly follow transgression.— 
You will be necessiated to drink the very 
dregs of misery. Restrain not the opera- 
tions of that benevolence which you pos- 
sess ; keep the commands of God, and en- 
joy spiritual life. Recollect, that the fruits 
of the Spirit are peace and joy. If you o- 
bey the divine mandate you will enter into 
rest. If you disobey Heaven’s holy injune- 
tions, you will writhe with anguish. Think 
not to elude the pursuit of justice. Justice 
will have its demand, and you must have 


-your reward. ‘Turn, I beseech thee, from 


the way of death, and enjoy the precious 
fruits of righteousness, and thou shalt have 


life. L. 





From the Gospel Herald. 
Mr. Editor—As it is no uncommon thing 
for a correspondent to introduce himself to 
his readers, by way of throwing light on his 
ubservations, I wil) merely observe, that I 
was educated in the belief of a particular e- 
lection, everlasting punishment of the final- 





ly ispenitent, &c. &c. Having arrived, 
however, to years of maturity, I have form- 


than. the fact, that all men can see anoth-! the habit of thinking for myself on all those 
er’s faults sooner than his own. How much , Subjects on which men are so apt to differ. 
sooner will the farmer discern a broken; The result of which is, that I am not attach- 
fence and weedy garden of his neighbor’s,|ed to any party, either in religion or poli- 


than his own. 
est, he condemns the conduct, magnifies the 
faults, and withholds the best gift of heav- 
en, Charity, from others. _ He forgets the 
injunction of Heaven. Instead of loving 
his neighbor es himself, he fosters every 
principle of malignity that lurks in the hu- 
man breast. Instead of endeavoring to 
promote his happiness, he seeks to destroy 
what little pleasure he may enjoy. Instead 
of dispensing blessings throughout his soci- 
ety, he uses every exertion to circumvent 


the good actions of others, and blast their | 





Blinded by his own inter- | tics, for when I eompare my own sentim- 
ents with the tenets of any sect, I find my- 


self to differ in several points from all. The 
doctrine advanced by those who style them- 
selves Universalists, I should, however, 
embrace in all essential! points, were it not 
for certain difficulties which I honestly pro- 
fess to find, and which have hitherto pre- 
vented me from feeling a firm belief in the 
final salvation of al/ mankind. These ob- 
jections are founded partly on mere reason- 
ings of my own, and purtly on several texts, 
nay, whole chapters, in the Scriptures, and 


fondest.expectations. Instead of regarding ; my object in penning these lines is to elicit 


the spirit or letter of the decalogue, he 
makes commands that suit his vitiated ap- 
petite, and answers for every emergency. 


' 


| 


some remarks whiclt may remove” those 
difficulties, if capable of being removed. 
And Firsi—Supposing it to be unequiv- 


But, O deluded mortal, hast thou forgot- ocally declared in Scripture, that God will 





VOY 











/ 














y 


de af 


ar 


byron ide 


#,42 
2 of OES 


ew es 


ets 


‘ 


ae 





446 





GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


a 





pardon sin without any repentance or faith 
on our part, as there required 5 and suppo- 
sing it not only the belief, but a matter as 
well known as our own existence, that inef- 
fable felicity is the lot of every man after 
death ; will this belief infallibly prodace 
holiness of heart and life? ‘The many in- 
stances we know of people having this be- 
lief, and yet living licentious lives, will bea 
sufficient apology for my taking for granted 
an answer in the negative. ‘Then, without 
stopping to notice how this concession ¢con- 
tradicts the Scripture, where it is said that 
faith has a purifying, a sanctifying effect, 
upon the heart and life, I merely ask. Why 
then should the spread of the gospel have 
been so great an object with its Author and 
his apostles, if its promulgation, and a be- 
lief in its doctrines, affect men only in this 
tife, and are not essential to salvation, in 
the sense in which they are believed to be 
essential by the prevailing denominations 
of Christians ? To have these objections 
fully and satisfactorily answered, would, I 
confess, carry me a considerable step to- 
wards Universalism ; but there would still 
remain some others which I will briefly 
state. CANDIDUS. 
(To be continued.) 
REMARKS. 

The interrogatories commencing the sec- 
ond paragraph of Candidus’ communica- 
tion, are most certainly of consequence in 
the mind of every rational being; but to 
him who is unable to see clearly into Ged’s 
purposes, and understand their nature and 
consistency as regards the relative condition 
ef man with man, and with God his Maker 
and Judge, they are of momentous import- 
ance; and without proper guidance botb-in 
investigating and deciding the subject, may 
prove real stumblingblocks in the way to 
knowledge. ‘That we may discuss this 
subject properly and profitably, the follow- 
ing, as preliminarics, is respectfully recom- 


of Candidus. 
First—The final condition and state of 


Maker. ‘This must be admitted. 
you make the destiny of man to fluctuate 
between his own disposition and exertions, 
and the disposition and exertions of his 
Maker, and neither doing any thing effect- 
ually, distinct from the other, you, of ne- 
cessity, make man the sport of contingency, 
and instead of erring on the side of fata!- 
ism, lose yourself in the other extreme, and 
wander in the wilds of chance. The terms 
Creator, and creature, significantly point 


Ovy ' 


ae. 





small, may produce great efvets, 


ignorance of causes, and (! 


out ine proper Course, and afford tie true 
definition of God and man. ‘Thiere can be 
but two causes to assign for God's neglect. 
ing the work of his hands. Namely—in. 
difference to his work, and ignorance ¢{ 
the consequences of bis work No rational 
mind cau admit either ; but must consider 
them, alike, derogatory to the character of 
God, whether his wisdom or goodness are 
concerned. Consequently, God hag 

from the beginning, the consequence which 
would result from all his works." Yhis 
knowledge was his purpose from the be. 
ginning. And this purpose is, and will be 

the final destiny of all his works. If this is 
ebjected to, the objection must be account. 
able for the absurd conclusion, that God 
had no erd in view. That ne “ drew a 
bow at venture,” and then watched the 
circumstances arising out of the consequen- 
ces which followed, and, when able, avail- 
ed himself of them to suit his uncertain pur- 
poses? Wehave no hesitation in Saying 

that a denial of the forezoing premises will 
place any man on untenable eround. That 
he will be obliged to shift and eaquivocate 

and by puerile sophistry consume his time 
in evading reason and escaping from argu- 


jment, instead of advancing an inclr jn ra- 


tional inquiry. There is a position which 
we lay down as infallible. Namely—2ea- 
SON i tevelati and j nds 
on ud Revelation go hand in hand; and 
you cannot outrage one without doing vios 
ley ce p pr VEE te J 
iceto the other. We kaow very wel} that 


jthere are religionists who consider rersoa 


as a convertible term for infidelity. Men 
who intrench themselves behind nonsensi- 
cal phrases 3 and, when -assailed with rea- 
son, Scripture, or common sense, defend 
themselves with anathemas. Men c* this 


' 
description prefer brimstone to argument, 


and.are safe from all the assaults of re2son 
or Cominun sense, 
Second—'The final condition and state 


of nan, must depend upon ' 
: : ° : ‘ _ ais t , jon the Creake r. 28 
mended to the unprejudiced consideration | hs 


the greatest, and not upon the 


: Cre il ure, 
whe is the least. 


Causes and thelr conse- 


;quences have an affinity, whic’ | 
I ; — Wea not onl 
man, depends upon himsel!, or upon his | ys not only 
For, if, 


hoid g ith respec Lat ; 
: good with respect to their ne “ure, but 
oO thew ccter USES »* aetenaiille 
cctemt, Cause S, to us, apparenuy 
“anlage dag Bui, vie 
ess tne effects are commensurate with the 
cause, and vice versa, the laws of affinity 
en, aud man has no guide to 
rtd edge, - Phe iMperiection of humana 
Vision, and limited powers of perception 
and understanding, will account for mau’s 
- we difieuities 
which he may find in investivating their 
effects. In this mode of being man must 
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delieve—in the next, he can see/ But, to: the subject of endless misery, without God 
believe without evidence is impossible. An changes ; alters his original plan, and gives 
assent to a proposition wrung from an ago-! the preference to endless misery over end- 


nized victim upon a rack, is but an effort: less happiness. 


If it is possible for a good 


to escape from evil, So is the pretended ; and wise Being to prefer endless misery to 
‘belief of millions, who have made their con-; endless happiness, then it is possible that 
fessions when fear impelled them, and God will make man endlessly miserable, 
whose only motive was to escape the evil, and certain too, that he never designed any 


which threatened, instead of obtaining any 


good in prospect, which invited them.-— 


ithing else for him. 
We tender the above preliminaries to the 


‘That our faith must be compatible with rea-; world of mankind 3 and leave them to the 


son, is evident, both from the constitution 
of things, and the declaration of God, by 
his prophet—“ Come and let us reason to- 
gether,” is the invitation ; and we are as- 
sured, that the consequence shall be, that 
our ‘* sins, though as scarlet and crimson, 
shall be as wool and as snow.”  There- 
fore, the only reasou which can be assigned 
why men do not view themselves jn this 
light, as regards the disposition of Deity to- 
waids them, is, for the simple reason, that 
they donot reason! It is perfectly ra- 
tional to suppose that God, as a great, wise 
and good» being, docs not harbor resent- 
ment against man, the work of his hand, 
and who, compared with his Maker, is like 
the flower of the grass which perisheth. It 
is likewise reasonable to suppose that God’s 
purposes reiative to man are good. ‘That 
they will be accomplished. But those who 
do not reason, do not know God 3 conse- 
quently, do not put their trust in nrm.— 
‘Chey are alike ignorant of his character 
and purposes, and tender a forced worship 
the creature of their fears, instead of a rea- 
sonable service, proceeding from gratitude 
and dove. 

Third—God’s purposes rust have the 
happiness or misery of his creatures for 
their ultimate object. Consequently, if 
God is unchangeable, no merit nor demer- 
iton the part of his creatures can change 
his mind, nor alter his original design or 
disposition toward them. This is perfect- 
ly compatible with reason. For God knew 
when he created man how he would con- 
duct, and being of oze mind, so that none 
can turn him, he would be as likely to 
damn, with endless wretchedness, the crea- 
ture, at the first moment of existence, as at 
uny subsequent period; and for the unan- 
swerable reason, that God is unchangeable, 
and his purposes unalterable! Ifit is ob- 
jected—Man alters, and, by his wicked- 
ness, justifies God in making him endlessly 
miserable. We answer—God did not make 
man to be endlessly miserable; and HE 
knew when he made him that man would 
int consequently, man cannot be made 


mercy of all our religious opponents, pledg- 

jing ourselves to defend them against all and 

' every attack that can be made against them, 

| which savours of Scripture, reason, or com- 
mon sense. 

We now notice, in their order, the inter- 
rogatories of Candidus. [lis first quere is 
founded on supposition. “ Supposing,” 
&c. Candidus will recollect, that, ¢f the 
“ Scriptures unequivocally declares that 
God will pardon sin, withcut any repent- 
ance or faith on our part,” &c. one of three 
things must be admitted— 

First, The Scripture declares the truth. 

Second, The truth will not produce hol- 
ness of heart and life. 

Third, ‘Those who pretend to bedicve 
this truth, and do not live correspondingly 
with the ¢ruth pretended to be believed, no 
not believe it. 

We shall, First, prove that the Scriptures 
do unequivocally declare this truth. 

Second, Thata belief of it will produce 
a corresponding “ holiness of heart and 
life.”? 

Third, Answer the objections of our cor- 
respondent. 

First, The Scripture declares, “ I have 
blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy trans- 
gressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins: return 
unto me, for I have redeemed thee. 
O heavens ; for the Lord hath done it,” 
Isa. xliv. 22. We think it unnecessary to 
inform Candidus that the words redemption 
and pardoning, are a symonyma. The 
unlearned reader, by examining the pass- 
age quoted, will find that “ blotting out 
sin,” and redeeming, are used as converti- 
ble terms. Transgression and sin are com- 
pared to a thick cloud. God declares that 


a 
Sing 
Sing, 


he has “ redeemed” man. How? Ans. 
By “ blotting out their sins.” How are 


sins blotted out? Ans. “ I will be merci- 
ful to their unrighteousness, and their sing 
and their iniquities will I remember no 
more.” Heb. viii. 12. “I will forgive 
their iniquity, and will remember their sins 
no more.” Jer. xxxi. 34. “ Thou wilt 





cast all their sins into the depths of the 
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sea. ‘Thou wilt perform the truth to Ja- 
cob, the mercy to Abraham, which thou 
hast sworn to our fathers.” Micah vil. 19, 
20. z 

We ask one plain question—Do the 
words, “ Return unto me, for I have re- 
deemed thee,” mean, [f you will return un- 
to me, Iwill redeem you? Aud the words, 
“ T have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy 
transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins,” 
mean, Jf you wiil repent (return) I wiil 
(in future) blot out your transgressions f-— 
With a view, however, to afford the objec- 
tion every possible chance for success, we 
will suppose that the future tense was In- 
tended, and that the phraseology is incor- 
rect. ‘Then, the followibg question occurs 
—if God wilt blot out sin, and redeem man, 
when man returns. will not that time come, 
when man, in the aggregate, will return = if 
ihe Scriptures are true, this time is coming 5 
for wercad, * Allie ends of the world shall 
yenember and turn unto the Lord,” &¢.— 
We suall, however, stick to the text. The 
gro ni of the faith and repentance is, that 
God has bloited out our sins, &e. 

(‘io be continued. ) 














From the Universalists Magazine. 
A SERIOUS EXHORTATION 
To allwho call themselves Universalists. 

“¥ beseech you brethren, suffer the word 
of exhortation.”—Paud. 

Beloved brethren, in some measure sensi- 
ble of the laudable and persevering exer- 
tions of many of my worthy tellow servants, 
in the ministry of 1econciliation, who have 
labored to enlighten our understandings 
into the first principles of the doctrine of 
Christ, to impress on our minds correct 
views of the divine theory and system of 
the gospel, and also to remove the clouds 
of darkness, which have hung over our 
minds and obscured the light of truth from 
shining clearly into them, &c. I have been 
induced to cast in my mite, at this time, by 
calling your serious atiention to those im- 
portant considerations, so plainly deducible 
from the principles of that doctrine in which 
you have been instructed. 

This doctrine, like the stone that was 
cut out of the mountain without hands, in- 
creases with astonishing and almost incon- 
ceivable rapidity, melting down opposition, 
as the sun does ice, in the meridian of a 
summer’s day ; whilst darkness flees apace 
before the brightness of its rising. But 
with all this prosperity and good success, 
let us take heed lest we fall, and be careful 





en 


that with all our faith, profession and per- 
forimances, we become not as sounding 
brass and tinkling cymbals, 

Is it, my brethren, an improper question 
to ask, if after al! our instructions into the 
doctrine which we profess, and all our un- 
derstanding of its divine theory, we have 
vot too much neglected the practical part of 
our profession? Whether it be thoughtby 
any to be improper er net, I honestly an- 
swer for one, it is net ; but a question which 
ought to come home to my heart. Do any 
of yon ask what my wim is, in addressing 
you in this manner ? & answer, it is to stir 
up your minds, by way o! remembrance, 
aad induce youto walk worthy the voca- 
tion wherewith ye are called ; that all who 
name the name of Christ, may be careful 
to depart from iniquity and maintain good 
works, by living soberly, righteously, and 
godly in this present world. ‘To excite in 
you a love of virtue, that you may not only 
know how to do right, but practice it ;— 
not only know that that the way of the 
transgressor is hard, but forsake it, and 
cuvose the pleasant ways and peaceful paths 
of wisdom—of that wisdom which cometh 
down from above, which is pure, peaceay 
ble, gentle, and easy to be iutreated, full of 
mercy and good fruits, without partiality, 
and without hypocrisy, that by ‘ giving all 
dilligence, you may add to your faith vir- 
tue, to virtue knowledge, to knowledge tem- 
perance,to temperance patience, to patience 
godliness, to godliness brotherly kindness, 
and to brotherly kindness charity, which is 
the bond of perfectness.? This is what I 
aim at. And would to God I could be suc- 
cessful in attempting to do it. 

seed L remind you of the great profes- 
sion which we have made, with which no 
vihers can be compared. We profess to 
believe that the Almighty Father of all our 
spirits is love—is infinite in goodness, wis- 
dom, and in power ; that all mankind are 
brethren of the same family, on whom he 
stniles impartiglly, as heirs mutually of his 
benevolence, bound, finally, tothe same 
happy world of immortal felicity. To this 
God we propose to look up as our unchan- 
geable Friend and Benefactor, in whom we 
live and have our being. All this, certain- 
ly constitutes him a lovely and adorable 
Being, whom we can with propriety love 
with all our hearts. Do we thus love bim? 


Ifso, let us keep his commandments, of 
which this is the first, and the second is like 
unto it: ‘ thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself ;* and this let us evince, by doing 
unto others, as we would that others should 























do unto us. This last commandment is 
plainly taugut tous by the principles be- 
fore laid downs for low can we believe 
and fecl, thatall meu are our brethren, all 
equally loved and blessed by God, with the 
sime hopes and ile same prospects, and 
still hate oncof then ? We cannot. 
we sity tuat we love Grod and hate our breth- 
rea, we are jiars and the trata ts not in us. 
Now love workein uo ill to its neighbor 5 it 
blesseth, and curscth net. * And hereby 
we know that we have passed from death 
unto life, because we love the brethren,’ 
ow let us remember thai God has never 
required any thing of us, but what is calcu- 
lated to produce, in obedience, our hichest 
good ; and that we are so constituted, that 
itis justas much impossi}te for us to be 
happy in disobedience, as ‘t is to enjoy the 
light and heat of the sun in the night, or be 
siiicficd without food, or to find peace and 
rest, while travelling on pointed thorns.— 
Thus, as we love God, and would promote 
his highest glory, and our own greatest hap- 
piness; letthe priaciples of the doctrine 
we profess, have their full influence on our 
minds, our thoughts,disposition and actions. 
This doctrine should influence our minds in 
our retired hours of meditation, in the do- 
mestic circle at home, in the house of wor- 
ship, in our daily labors, in our dealings 
with cur fellow men, in our conversation, 
in short, in all our concerns in life. This 
will cleanse our thoughts and motives from 
impurity, lead us to humility of heart, teach 
us to repose our confidence and dependance 
upon God, to love and adore tim with all 
our hearts, as the greatest and best of all 
beings, the Giver of life, of every good and 
perfect gift, and this view of his goodness 
will lead us to repentance ; these principles 
if adhered to, will bring harmony and 
peace to our souls into the family circle,— 
inspire some devotion at the place of wor- 
ship, cheer us in our daily labors, lead us 
to deal honestly and justly with our breth- 
ren, purify our conversation from vain, idle, 
profane words, render us grateful in heaith 
und prosperity, patient and reconciled under 
losses, sickness, and adversity ; it will 
make us truly happy through all the che- 
quered scenes of life, and live in the en- 
joyments of heaven whilst we are yet on 
earth 3 it will make us as a body or church, 
to shine like a light on a stand, and appear 
like a city set on a hill, yea, like Jerusalem 
on the hill of Zion; yes, my dear brethren, 
this will ensure our triumph success in 
all that can render us blesse@ and happy, 
and this alone ; ‘and now if there be any 
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| Virtue, ifthere be any pruise, think on these 
| things ;’ and thus may our heavenly Father 
conduct us through the journey of life, in 
‘righteousness, joy, aqgd peace, till, at last, 
| we slumber in death, and are carried to the 
silent and undisturbed closet of the grave, 
i there to repose, till He shall, by the sound 
of the trumpet, make us in the image of 
Christ, and call us to enjoy that immortal 
felicity promised in the gospel Amen. 
A. B¥###*, 





CALVINISM. 

{>> The following delineation of Calvin- 
ism is from Fox’s Lecture on “ The influ- 
ence of religieus systems on society.” 


Geiuine Calvinism is framed for power 
and permanence. It despises ceremony, 
aud rules the feelings with a rod of iron.— 
It has all the energy of mahomctanism, in 
its most vigorous days, but without those 
seeds of weakness which so soon sprung up 
in its presperity. ‘The perpetual modifica- 
tions of modern Calvinists have deprived 
the system of much of ihe gloomy grandeur, 
stern consistency, and almost omnipotent 
control over the mind, which belonged to it 
originally. ‘Those advocates have hereby 
shown their own amiability, their respect 
for the scriptures, and the approximation of 
their party towards pure christianity. They 
have suffered reason to step beyond her al- 
lotted province in their ciced, where she is 
treated asa slave, and employed to do the 
drudgery of completing «ad cementing parts, 
| but not allowed to touch the foundations of 
jthe fabric. Calvinism is. great only when 
taken as a whole; and then formidable be- 
cause, on erroneous principles, and for pers 
verted objects, it exercises so much the 
powers of the understanding, and so com- 
pletely pervades the mind with its tyrannous 
influence. It does not enfeeble or degrade, 
but embitter, darken, and pervert the soul. 
The effects of this system on society aie in 
strong contrast with those resulting from 
ithe milder and purer faith delineated in the 
last lecture. 

The character of God is exhibited in dif- 
ferent lights. It may be said by all that he 
is supremely excellent, but ihe agreement is 
only verbal, for the details of this excellence 
display a complete contrariety. The op- 
posite believers trace it in God as loving all 
his creatures, and as loving only a part; as 
forming all for happiness,and as foredooming 
numbers to misery ; and as making us indi- 
vidually responsible, and as condemning 
and saving by moral sybstitution ; as forgiv- 


—— 
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*ng freely on repentance, and. dispensing 
mercy only after a-satisiaction of his justice 5 
as punishing to correct, and at condemning 
vindictively, and forever. Have these op- 
posite believers the same notion of good- 
ness ? If so, it is impossible, whatever be 
professed, that they should alike recognize 
it in their God. But if each believe in the 
absolute perfection of his God, their notions 
of moral excellence must be widely differ- 
ent, of that excellence to which they render 
their highest admiration, by which they 
form their own characters, and the imita- 
tion of which is the first principle of their 
religion.—So far as this dark notion of the 
Deity is uncliecked by the native move- 
ments of the heart, the unequivocal precepts 
of religion, and the intermixture of better 
principles, it tends to form a gloomy bigot, 
miserable in himself and pernicious to oth- 
ers. 

And has not the notion that conversion 
from sin to holiness is an immediate and mi- 
raculous work of the Holy Spirit on the 
mind, which no human power can attain, 
and when attained, no human power des- 
troy, an influence on society to be depreca- 
ted by the philanthropist ? Does it not pro- 
duce presumption in some, and despair in 
others? It has produced them widely and 
dreadfully. ILow deplorable his state, who 
believes in election, but is unconvinced of 
his own election; and in miraculous con- 
version, which ke cannot satisfy himself that 
he has ever felt; over whose devoted head 
have rolled, in imagination, the thunders of 
Almighty wrath; who feels himself already 
fettered in every limb, and waiting for exe- 
eution; with no hand on earth to aid, no 
pitying voice from heaven to speak the 
words of mercy and of power, the conscious, 
helpless child of depravity and of misery, 
of everlasting misery! And suppose this 
much desired conviction gained; his eter- 
nal salvation is now secure; he may, to use 
a favorite expression, * fall fully, but not 
finally.” Low immense the distance be- 
tween him and the beings amongst whom he 
lives and moves! Hle is a child of God, but 
ihey are the children of the devil; his mind 
is the illumined and purified residence of the 
Holy Ghost, theirs the abode of total and 
invincible depravity 5 he is clothed with the 
spotless robe of imputed righieousness, 
while their seeming virtues are but splendid 
sins. Alike as they may seem to human 
eye, there is the awful difference of spiritual 
life and death, the favor and wrath of God, 
and an eternal destiny of joy and anguish. 
ts human nature to be trusted on this giddy 








elevation? Is this a faith which “ worketh 
by love;” or is it not in danger of becoming 
the source of pride, censoriousness; pre- 
sumption and selfishness ? 

Not only is heaven supposed to be the 
peculiar inheritance of the elect; and say- 
ing faith, the faith of Calvinism more oy 
less rigorously interpreted, aa indispensable 
mark of election; but earth is preserved 
only for their sakes, to be the scene of their 
redemption, calling and sanctification, and 
when their number is completed, this good- 
ly and glorious frame of things is to be 
dashed to picec. like useless machineyy, 

“Thus shall Gis uovine engine last, 
Till all his saints are gathered in, 

Then for the trumpet’s dreadful blast 

To shake it al! todust again, Warts. 

The benevolent feelings must be iwjured, 
and very much limited in their operation, 
by such theories. {tis not surprising, how- 
ever it may be deplored, that tney should 
lead to such views of the endless misery of 
others, as are expressed in the following ex- 
tract trom the writings of one of the ablest 
deienders of Calvinism : 

“The saints in heaven will behold the 
damned. ‘The smoke of their torments as- 
cendeth up for ever and ever! ‘They shall 
be tormented in the presence of the holy 
angels and in the presence of the Lamb.— 
So shall they be tormented in the presence 
of the glorified saints ! 

“ ilereby will saints be rendered more 
sensible how great their salvation is; when 
they see how great the misery is from which 
God has saved them, and how great a dif- 
ference he has made between their state and 
the state of others, who were by nature, 
and perhaps fora time by practice, more 
sinful and hell-deservingthan any. It will 
give them a greater sense of the wonderful 
ness of God’s grace towards them ?—Every 
time they look upon the damned, it will ex- 
cite in them a lively and admiring sense of 
the grace of God in making them to differ. 

“ The sight of hell torments will exalt the 
happiness of the saints forever! It will not 
only make-them mere sensible of the great- 
ness and freeness of the grace of God in 
their happiness, but it will really make 
their hapyiness the greater, as it will make 
them more sensible of their own happiness. 
It will will give them a more lively relish 
for it; it will make them prize it the more, 
when they see others who were of the same 
nature, and born under the same circum- 
stances, plated into such misery, and they 
so distinguisted! Oh! it will make them 
sensible how happy they are! A sense of 
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the opposite misery, in all cases, greatly in- 
creases the relish of any joy or pleasure !” 

This passage, as to the spirit which it 
breathes, the system from which it flowed, 
or the efiect of that system upon which the 
social feelings of our nature, requires no 
comment.— Univ. Mag. 





THE GLORY OF TRUTH. 

« Father, the hour is come; glorify thy 
Son, that thy Son also may glorify 
thee.” John xvii. 1. 

Heaven and hell, light and darkness, are 
not more opposed than the creeds of men, 
and the glorious gospel of Jesus Christ our 

- Lord. The premises laid down by men, 
make the glorious purposes of God in re- 
deeming the world from iniquity, and puri- 
fying them, that they may rise in the image 

of his Sen, and glorify him, subservient to 
contingencies arising from the capricious 
and wayward conduct of blind and impo- 
tent man. This dishonors God, and jeop- 
ardises the endless well-being of the crea- 
ture, predicating the most momentous truths 
and con sequences upon falsehcod, and cau- 
ses, which are themselves eflects of contin- 
gencies deeply buried in the womb of a 
blind and uncertain foturity. Not so the 
doctrine of Christ. His premises are in-! 
terwoven with ile counsels of eternity, and 
predicated on the immutable purposes and 
unbounded love of the great Jehovah. His 
language is, “ Father, glorify thy Son, thai 
thy Soa also may glorify thee.” Christ is 
the Head of human nature. “The whele 
family of man are recipients of the great 
word of redemption. The Head is the 
first of the members in honor; and the glo- 
ry of the Head is by affinity the property 
of, and enjoyed by the members. Gad glo- 
rified Christ, our Head, that Christ also 
micht glorify him! Consequently, no man 
will ever glorify God, until God shall first 
clorify the man. God is the Sun of the 
spiritual world which he has created. Sin, 
or error, now eclipses the spiritual constel- 
lations, which otherwise weuld shine and 
veflect the divine and glorious light of the 
creat Father of lights, who dwelieth in light 
inaccessible. He alone ecn “ purge the 
visual ray.” [lis hand must remove the 
covering that is over all people, and the 
veil that is over all mations, and wipe the 
tear from off every eye. 

This sublime truth is alone in accordance 
with the Scriptures, and harmonizes with 
the perfections of Deity. * Gop 1s Love.” 
Every purpose which Love ean devise, 


Wisdom plan, and Power execute, will ke} 


a a ee 


perfected in the “ dispensation of the ful- 
ness of times,” when God shall “ gather to- 
gether in one all things in Christ.” Then 
will all be glorified of God, and all will 
then, as a consequence, glorify their Al- 
imighty Father, Redeemer, and Friend.— 
Then will the time arrive of which Paul 
spoke, 1 Cor. iv. 5. “ Therefore, judge 
nothing before the time, until the Lord 
| come, who both will bring to light the hid- 
den things of darkness, and will make 
manifest the counsels of the hearts; and 
then will every man have praise of God.” 
It is all of God, as saith the prophet, Psa. 
Ixxxiv. *¢ All nations whom thou hast made 
shall come and worship before thee,O Lord 
and shall glorify thy name.” Ged’s name 
is Saviour. His name will be glorified 
when all creation shall arrive at the end of 
their existence, and “ God be all in all. 
Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glori- 
fy thy name? for thou only art holy: for 
all nations shall come and worship before 
thee ; for thy judgments are made mani- 
fest.” Rev. xv. 4. 
ANOTHER VICTIM 

To the doctrine of unmerciful punishment. 

A few days since, Salina, the wife of Mr. 
Ebenezer Treadwell, of Weston, committed 
suicide by hanging herself, On the day-of 
the above fatal act, we learn that one of her 
sisters had spent several hours with her-— 
that Mrs. T. was much exercised in mind 
on the subjeet of religion, and her soul’s 
salvation ; and that she strongly urged her 
sister to. stay. Soon atter her sister had 
gone, Mrs. ‘Preadwell ordered her servant 
girl to take her infant child, which was only 
afew weeks old, toa neighbor’s, witheut 
assigning any cause. ‘Lhe girl carried the 
ehild as directed: and about an hour after- 
wards returned, and found Mrs. T. missing. 
On the table lay a billet directed to her 
husband, who was then at work in the field, 
which at once strongly impressed upon the 
mind of the girl that all was not right. On 
| opening it, her fears were confirmed ; it stat- 
‘ed that the aet she was about tocommit was 
inot for any thing that he had done, but 
that she felt as if she must leave him, her 
‘infant babe, and the world. The girl cal! 
‘edupon a young man that was pussing— 
they searched the house, and found Mrs. T. 
suspended by the neck in the garret, and 
‘lifeextinct. She was about 28 years of 
age.—Bridgeport Farmer.) 
4 








They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my 
holy mountain. 
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Pathetic Description of Sacrifices. 
“ See yonder Druid, with fierceness glar- 
in his eyes, and the consecrated branch in 
his hand, polluting thy soil, O Britain ! with 
the ashes of hundreds of victims consumed 
jn an enormous image! But soft—we prom- 
ised to produce examples only from polish- 
ed nations, and from empires at the zenith 
oftheir glory. And we shall not have read 
far in the pages which record the brightest 
splendors of antiquity, before we find the 
“ pitiful woman,” offering her first born for 
her transgression, “ the fruit of the body for 
the sin of the soul ;” the mother “ forget- 
ting her suckling child,” and “ ceasing to 
have compassion upon the son ofher womb.” 
My heart fails me, and the blood curdles in 
my veins with horror, when J recollect that 
it was a custom common among the Cartha- 
genians to sacrifice children to Saturn. The 
The statue of that idol was of brass, and 
formed with extended arms ; but so con- 
structed, as to suffer whatever was placed 
upon them, to fall into a fierce fire, flaming 
in a furnace at the foot of the image. The 
trembling parent approached with a coun- 
tenance of ease which il] concealed the an- 
suish of the heart, and presented his child. 
The distracted mother imprinted, with a 
parched lip, a last kiss upon the blooming 
cheek of her smiling infant. The ferocious 
priest, cloathed in scarlet, received the un- 
conscious babe from the maternal embrace; 
and placing it on the arms of this infernal 
image, it fell into the fire. At that instant 
the drunis were beat, and the air rang with 
acclamations from the surrounding multi- 
tude, to cover the agony of the bereaved 
parents, and to drown the shrieks of ‘the 
consuming victim.— Collyer. 





From the (Boston) Universal Magazine. 
IMMORTALITY. 

That oricnt beam which cheers the morn, 

And drives the murky gloom away, 

Through trackless ether swiftly borne, 

To welcome in the infant day, 

Reminds me of that heaw’nly light, 

Whose rays, dispersing ertor’s gloom, 

Open to mana slory bright, 

fn a fair world beyond the tomb. 


Those varying scenes of beauty fair, 
Which welcome in the youthful sprine 3 
The blooming fields, the fragrant air, 
The leafy groves and birds that sing, 
Remind me of that promis’d day. 
When from the dead, mankind shall rise 
As pure as light, and wing his way 

‘Fo spring eternal in the skies. I]. B. 
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THE ORPHAN FLOWER GIRLS, 
From an English Magezine 
Oh lady! buy these budding flowers, 
For [ am sad, and wet and weary: 
I gather’d them ere break of day, 
When all was lonely, siill and dreary ; 
And long I’ve sought to sell them here, 
Te purchase clothes,and food and dwelling 
For Valor’s wretched orphan girls— 
Poor me and my voung sister Ellen. 


Ah! those who tread life’s thornless way, 
Tn fortune’s golden sunshine basking, 
May deem my wants require no aid, 
Because my lips ave mute, unasking; 
They have no heart for woes like mine, 
Each word, each look, is cold—repeiling, 
Yet once a crowd of flatt’vers fawiy'u, 
And fortune smiled on me and E.4en 


Oh! buy my flowers, they’re fair enc fresh 
As mine and morning’s tears colu keep 
To-morrow’s sun shal] see them dead! thers 
And I shall scarcely live to weep thein! 
Yet this sweet bud, if nursed with care, 
Soon into fulness would be swellirg, 
And, nurtured by some generous hand, 
So might my little sister Ellen. 


She’s sleeping in the hollow tree, 
Her only home—its leaves her bedding; 
And Uve no food to carry there, 
To soothe the tears she will he shedding; 
Oh! that the mourner’s tears which fall, 
That bell which heavily is knelling, 
And that deep vrave, were meant for me, 
And my poor little sister F.llen! 


When we in silence are laid down, 
in life’s last, fearless, blessed sleeping, 
No tears will fall upon our grave, 

Save those of pilying heav’n’s own weeping 
Unknown we've lived, unknown must die, 
No tongue the mournful tale be telling, 

Of two young, broken-hearted girls— 
Poor Mary and her sister Ellen ! 
No one hus bought of me to-day, 
And night is now the town o’ershading, 
And I, like these poor drooping flowers, 
Unnoticed and unwept am fading 3 
My «oul is struggling to be free— 
It loathes its wretched earthly dwelling! 
My limbs refuse to bear their load— 
Oh! God protect lone orphan Ellen ! 





ti An answer to “ The Scriptures” 
unavoidably omitted this week. 
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